[Distribution of lymphocyte subpopulations and plasma cells in the colonic mucosa of children with ulcerative colitis].
The distribution of lymphocyte subpopulations and plasma cells of the colonic and rectal mucosae were studied in eight children with ulcerative colitis and 12 healthy controls. In four patients the examinations were also carried out 3 months after the beginning of treatment. No difference in the number of intraepithelial lymphocytes was found between the patients and controls. The majority of these cells were T-cells, and among them the suppressor/cytotoxic cells were preponderant. In the lamina propria of both untreated and treated patients the numbers of T-cells, helper T-cells, and B-cells were elevated compared to controls. In the patients the number of IgG-containing cells was three times that of the controls; the number of IgE positive cells was also elevated. The numbers of IgA- and IgM-containing cells were not different from that of the controls. The results suggest that in ulcerative colitis the place of primary immunological processes inside the large bowel mucosa is the lamina propria.